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Why is Qatar Clashing

with Saudi Arabia?
ALi ASLAN*

ABSTRACT Ideological homogeneity, plays a crucial role in international politics.
Alongside the struggle for material power, states strive to maintain or bring about a
certain form of ideological structure which helps legitimize their domestic and foreign
policies. The Middle Eastern international system has witnessed four waves of systemic
conflict shaped around ideological matters and the last one is the so-called “Arab
Spring.” The revisionist bloc has sought to alter the system’s ideological structure
towards a popular democratic rule, while the status quo powers have struggled to
maintain the existing ideological structure. This article argues that the continuing crisis
in the Gulf region between Saudi Arabia (and its allies) and Qatar can be understood
within the context of this recent ideological disharmony and confrontation.
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